Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Machines

UNIT OBJECTIVE When you have completed this unit, you will know how three-phase squirrel-cage
induction machines operate as motors, eddy-current brakes, or asynchronous
generators. You will be familiar with the characteristics of three-phase squirrel-
cage induction machines related to each of these operating modes.

DISCUSSION OUTLINE The Discussion of Fundamentals covers the following points:

= |ntroduction to ac motors

DISCUSSION OF Introduction to ac motors

FUNDAMENTALS
As already seen in Unit 1, a voltage is induced between the ends of a wire loop
when the magnetic flux passing through the loop varies as a function of time. If
the ends of the wire loop are short-circuited together, a current flows in the loop.
Figure 2-2 shows a magnet that is displaced rapidly toward the right above a
group of conductors. The conductors are short-circuited at their extremities by
bars A and B and form a structure similar to a ladder.
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Figure 2-1. The principles Figure 2-2. Magnet moving above a conducting ladder.

behind the operation of

alternating current motors Current flows in the loop formed by conductors 1 and 2, as well as in the loop
are usually credited to the formed by conductors 2 and 3. These currents create magnetic fields having
?::I’;a" scientist Nikola north and south poles as shown in Figure 2-3.
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Figure 2-3. Current in the conductors creates magnetic fields.

The interaction between the magnetic field of the magnet and the magnetic fields
produced by the currents induced in the ladder creates a force between the
moving magnet and the ladder. This force causes the ladder to be pulled along in
the direction of the moving magnet. However, if the ladder moves at the same
speed as the magnet, there is no longer any variation in the magnetic flux
passing through the ladder. Consequently, there is no longer any induced voltage
causing current to flow in the wire loops and thus, no longer any magnetic force
acting on the ladder. Therefore, to create a magnetic force pulling the ladder in
the direction of the moving magnet, the ladder must move at a speed lower than
the speed of the moving magnet. The greater the speed difference between the
ladder and the moving magnet, the greater the variation in the magnetic flux
passing through the ladder, and therefore, the greater the magnetic force acting

on the ladder.

A three-phase squirrel-cage The rotor of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction machine is made by closing

induction machine is often a ladder similar to the one shown in Figure 2-2 upon itself to form the structure
referred to simply as a shown in Figure 2-4. The name squirrel-cage is derived from the appearance of
three-phase induction ma- the resulting rotor, which resembles a squirrel cage.

chine for brevity purposes.
When not specified other-
wise, a three-phase induc-
tion machine is by default of
squirrel-cage type.
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Figure 2-4. Closing a ladder upon itself forms a squirrel cage.

To make it easier for the magnetic flux to circulate, the rotor of a three-phase
squirrel-cage induction machine is placed inside a laminated iron cylinder. The
stator of the three-phase squirrel-cage induction machine acts as a rotating
electromagnet. The rotating electromagnet produces a torque which pulls the
rotor along in much the same manner as the moving magnet in Figure 2-2 pulls
the ladder.
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Exercise 2-1

The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor

EXERCISE OBJECTIVE

DiScusSION OUTLINE

DISCUSSION

© Festo Didactic 86364-00

When you have completed this exercise, you will be familiar with the operation
and the main characteristics of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors. You
will know what motor efficiency and high-efficiency motors are. You will also
know the relationships between the different parameters related to the operation
of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors, such as the motor speed, torque,
mechanical power, active power, reactive power, power factor, and efficiency.

The Discussion of this exercise covers the following points:

Three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor operation

Relationship between speed and torque in three-phase squirrel-cage
induction motors

Efficiency of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors

Relationship between reactive power, power factor, and motor efficiency
in three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors

High-efficiency motors

Three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor operation

One way of creating a rotating electromagnet is to connect a three-phase ac
power source to a stator made of three electromagnets A, B, and C that are
physically located at an angle of 120° one to another, as shown in Figure 2-5.
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Figure 2-5. Three-phase stator windings (two poles per phase).

When sine-wave currents that are similarly phase shifted at an angle of 120° one
to another flow in stator electromagnets A, B, and C, a magnetic field that rotates
very regularly is obtained. Figure 2-6 shows how the three sine wave currents
vary through time, from instant 1 to instant 6, after which the cycle starts again at

instant 1.
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Figure 2-6. Three-phase sine wave currents flowing in the stator windings.
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Figure 2-7 shows the position of the rotating magnetic field created by stator
electromagnets A, B, and C as the sine wave currents illustrated in Figure 2-6
flow in the stator electromagnets. Instants 1 to 6 in Figure 2-6 correspond to
instants 1 to 6 in Figure 2-7. Notice that the magnetic lines of force exit at the
north pole of each stator electromagnet and enter at the south pole. As can be
seen, the resulting magnetic field rotates clockwise.

6*1A=10A O*IA=—1OA

Figure 2-7. Position of the rotating magnetic field at various instants.
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The sine-wave currents flowing through the stator produce a magnetic field that
rotates regularly and whose strength does not vary over time. The speed of the
rotating magnetic field is known as the motor synchronous speed ng; and is
proportional to the frequency of the three-phase ac power source, and inversely
proportional to the number of magnetic poles in the motor per phase. The
synchronous speed ng of a motor operating at a given frequency f can be
calculated using the following equation:

120f (2-1)
TlS =
NPoles
where ng is the motor synchronous speed, expressed in revolutions per
minute (r/min).
f is the frequency of the ac power source, expressed in
hertz (Hz).

Npoes IS the number of magnetic poles in the motor per phase.

The supplied Four-Pole Squirrel Cage Induction Motor has four magnetic poles
for each phase. This means that, when operating at a frequency of 50 Hz, the
motor synchronous speed ng is equal to:

_ 120f  120-50 Hz
- NPoles - 4 pOIeS

ng = 1500 r/min

When operating at a frequency of 60 Hz, the motor synchronous speed ng is
equal to:

_120f 120-60Hz
- NPoles - 4 pOIeS

ng = 1800 r/min

When a squirrel-cage rotor is placed inside the rotating magnetic field produced
in the stator, the rotor is pulled along in the same direction as the stator rotating
magnetic field. Interchanging the power connections to any two of the stator
windings (interchanging A with B for example) interchanges two of the three
stator currents and thus reverses the phase sequence. This causes the rotating
magnetic field to reverse direction. As a result, the direction of rotation of the
motor is also reversed.
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Figure 2-8. Three-phase induction motors are the most commonly used alternating current
motors in industrial applications worldwide. This is primarily due to the fact that induction
motors are simple, robust, and relatively cheap compared to other types of alternating current
motors (© Siemens AG 2012, all rights reserved).

Relationship between speed and torque in three-phase squirrel-cage
induction motors

As seen earlier in this unit, the torque produced by a three-phase squirrel-cage
induction motor results from the difference between the speed of the rotating
magnetic field and the speed of the rotor. It is thus easy to deduce that the torque
produced by a three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor increases as the
difference in speed between the rotating magnetic field (the speed of the rotating
magnetic field corresponds to the motor synchronous speed ng) and the rotor
increases. The difference in speed between the rotating magnetic field and the
rotor is called slip and is calculated using the following equation:

Motor slip = Ng — N, (2-2)

where Ng is the motor synchronous speed, expressed in revolutions per
minute (r/min).
N, is the rotation speed of the motor rotor, expressed in revolutions
per minute (r/min).
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The slip of a motor can also be expressed as a percentage (%), i.e., as a ratio
between the speed of the rotor and the speed of the rotating magnetic field (the
synchronous speed ng). In that case, motor slip is calculated using the following
equation:

100 (Ng — N,) (2-3)

Motor slip = N
s

Figure 2-9 shows the torque versus speed curve of a typical three-phase squirrel-
cage induction motor. As you can see, when the motor speed n is equal to the
motor synchronous speed ng, the torque T produced by the motor is zero. This is
because slip (i.e., a difference between the rotor speed and the rotating magnetic
field speed) is necessary in order for the motor to develop torque. As the
torque T produced by the motor increases, the slip increases, and the motor
speed n slowly decreases. When the torque T produced by the squirrel-cage
induction motor reaches its nominal value, the speed n at which the motor is
rotating corresponds to the squirrel-cage induction motor nominal speed. When
the torque T produced by the motor increases further (i.e., as the slip continues
to increase and the motor speed continues to decrease), a point of instability
called the breakdown torque is eventually reached. At this point, the motor
speed n continues to decrease, but the torque, which is at a maximum, begins to
decrease. The motor torque T at a motor speed n of 0 r/min (i.e., when the motor
is stopped), called locked-rotor torque, is usually lower than the breakdown
torque.

Breakdown

Breakdown torque ]
/ / torque region

Locked-rotor

Motor nominal

torque / operation point
\ Motor nominal

torque Motor nominal
speed

Motor Torque T (N-m or Ibf-in)

Synchronous
speed ng

Motor speed n (r/min)

Figure 2-9. Typical three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor torque T versus speed n curve.
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Efficiency of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors

Motor efficiency n is defined as the measure of how well a motor converts
electrical energy into useful work (i.e., into mechanical energy), and can be
calculated using the following equation.

_ Py (2-4)
n= P 100

where n is the motor efficiency, expressed in percentage (%).
P, is the mechanical power produced by the motor, expressed in
watts (W).
P is the active power supplied to the motor, expressed in watts (W).

As you can see from Equation (2-4), the higher the mechanical power produced
by the motor for a given amount of electrical power, the more efficient the motor.

Figure 2-10 shows a graph of the efficiency of a typical three-phase squirrel-cage
induction motor as a function of the motor mechanical power. As the figure
shows, the efficiency of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor does not
vary much when the motor is operating at around 100% of its nominal
mechanical power. Motor efficiency, however, drops rapidly as the motor
mechanical power decreases to about 60% of its nominal value.
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Figure 2-10. Motor efficiency as a function of the percentage of nominal mechanical power for
a typical three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor.
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Relationship between reactive power, power factor, and motor efficiency in
three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors

An important characteristic of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors is that
they always draw reactive power from the three-phase ac power source. In fact,
the reactive power exchanged between the three-phase squirrel-cage induction
motor and the three-phase ac power source exceeds the active power consumed
by the motor during no-load operation. Reactive power is necessary to create the
rotating magnetic field in three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors in the same
way that an inductor needs reactive power to create the magnetic field that
surrounds it.

The reactive power requirement of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor
has a lot of impact on the motor operation. One of the most important effects is
that the power factor of the motor decreases rapidly when working under the
motor nominal mechanical power. This is due to the fact that a three-phase
squirrel-cage induction motor requires about as much reactive power to produce
a low mechanical power as to produce a mechanical power equal to the motor’s
nominal mechanical power. This relationship is illustrated in Figure 2-11. Since
the necessary exchange of reactive power between the three-phase ac power
source and the three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor increase the amount of
power that flows in a system (and thus, the size and cost of the system), it is
important to size the motor so that it operates as close as possible to its nominal
mechanical power.

Motor active
power P

\ Motor reactive

power Q

Motor reactive power Q (var)
Motor active power P (W)

Motor nominal
power

Motor mechanical power Py, (W)

Figure 2-11. Active power P and reactive power Q as a function of the mechanical power P,
for a typical three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor.

The reactive power requirements of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor
also have an impact on the motor efficiency. Since large motors require more
reactive power (and thus, more current) to build the rotating magnetic field than
small motors do, using an oversized motor for a given application means that
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more current will flow in the system for the same mechanical power yield.
Knowing that the equation for calculating power losses in a system is P = I*R,
higher currents flowing in the motor result in higher power losses, thus reducing
the motor efficiency. It is therefore very important when sizing a three-phase
squirrel-cage induction motor for any application to ensure that the motor will
operate close to its nominal mechanical power most of the time, as Figure 2-10
showed. Otherwise, it results in useless power and energy losses.

In order to maximize the power factor and the efficiency of squirrel-cage
induction motors for a given application, it is therefore necessary to ensure that,
first, the motor is correctly-sized for the application and, second, the motor is
working within its specified nominal operation range during most of the time it is
used in the application.

High-efficiency motors

As mentioned earlier, the higher the mechanical power produced by the motor for
a given amount of electrical power, the more efficient the motor. The efficiency of
a motor is thus inversely proportional to the amount of energy losses occurring in
the motor during the process of converting the electrical energy supplied to the
motor into mechanical energy. Table 2-1 lists the different types of energy losses
occurring in a typical three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor. No-load losses
are losses that remain constant regardless of the motor load, while load losses
vary depending on the motor load.

Table 2-1. Types of energy losses in a typical three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor.

No-load losses Load losses
Iron losses in core Stator copper losses
Windage and friction losses Rotor losses
Stray load losses

High-efficiency motors are motors that are designed to reduce to a certain
extent any or all of the energy loss types listed in Table 2-1. Usual improvements
designed to increase motor efficiency include a lengthening of the motor core,
the use of higher quality steel, thinner motor laminations, a higher amount of
copper in the motor windings (i.e., the use of larger conductors), and improved
bearings. Due to these improvements, high-efficiency motors have a number of
advantages over normal-efficiency motors, the most important of which are listed
below:

e They consume less electrical power (typically up to 4% less) for the
same mechanical power as normal-efficiency motors. This means that
high-efficiency motors have lower operating costs than normal-efficiency
motors.

e They maintain a high motor efficiency when operating at a mechanical
power as low as 50% of the motor nominal mechanical power.

e They are more reliable and the motor components (e.g., bearings,
windings) have a longer life.

e They better withstand high voltage fluctuations, short-term overloads,
and phase imbalance.
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PROCEDURE OUTLINE

PROCEDURE
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High-efficiency motors are especially important in relation to renewable energies
because they help in reducing the energy demand (and thus the carbon emission
that results from the production of this energy) of any system where motors are
used to perform work. Given that motors currently use roughly 65% of the energy
consumed by industry worldwide, using high-efficiency motors is a very effective
way of reducing the impact of large-scale energy consumption on the
environment.

Figure 2-12. High-efficiency motors help in reducing electricity consumption by industry
worldwide. The above motors are part of a new range of certified IE2 (high efficiency)
and IE3 (premium efficiency) induction motors. IE2 and IE3 are certifications issued by the
International Electrical Commission regarding the efficiency of electrical motors (© Siemens
AG 2012, all rights reserved).

The Procedure is divided into the following sections:

= Set up and connections

=  Three-phase induction motor no-load and full-load operation
= Three-phase induction motor operation characteristics

=  Three-phase induction motor direction of rotation

| A WARNING |

ﬁ High voltages are present in this laboratory exercise. Do not make or modify any
banana jack connections with the power on unless otherwise specified.
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Set up and connections

In this section, you will set up a circuit containing a three-phase induction
machine coupled to a prime mover/brake. You will then set the measuring
equipment required to study the three-phase induction machine operating as a
motor.

1. Refer to the Equipment Utilization Chart in Appendix A to obtain the list of
equipment required to perform this exercise.
Install the required equipment in the Workstation.

| A WARNING |

) Before coupling rotating machines, make absolutely sure that power is turned off
RO\ to prevent any machine from starting inadvertently.

Mechanically couple the Four-Pole Squirrel Cage Induction Motor to the
Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply using a timing belt.

2. Make sure that the ac and dc power switches on the Power Supply are set to
the O (off) position, then connect the Power Supply to a three-phase
ac power outlet.

Make sure that the main power switch on the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/
Power Supply is set to the O (off) position, then connect its Power Input to an
ac power outlet.

Connect the Power Input of the Data Acquisition and Control Interface to a
24 \/ ac power supply. Turn the 24 V ac power supply on.

3. Connect the USB port of the Data Acquisition and Control Interface to a
USB port of the host computer.

Connect the USB port of the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply to
a USB port of the host computer.

4. Turn the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply on, then set the
Operating Mode switch to Dynamometer. This setting allows the Four-
Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply to operate as a prime mover, a brake,
or both, depending on the selected function.
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5. Turn the host computer on, then start the LVDAC-EMS software.

In the LVDAC-EMS Start-Up window, make sure the Data Acquisition and
Control Interface and the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply are
detected. Make sure the Computer-Based Instrumentation function is
available for the Data Acquisition and Control Interface. Select the network
voltage and frequency that correspond to the voltage and frequency of your
local ac power network, then click the OK button to close the LVDAC-EMS
Start-Up window.

6. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-13.

40 A terminal
L1 +

11

Three-phase

induction
machine

12

40 A terminal

Figure 2-13. Three-phase induction machine coupled to a prime mover/brake.
7. In LVDAC-EMS, set the Range setting of current inputs /7 and /2 to High.

8. In LVDAC-EMS, open the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply
window, then make the following settings:

— Set the Function parameter to CW Constant-Speed Prime Mover/
Brake. This setting makes the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power
Supply operate as a constant-speed prime mover/brake rotating in
the clockwise direction. In this exercise, the CW Constant-Speed
Prime Mover/Brake function will be used as a brake.

— Set the Speed parameter to the synchronous speed of the three-
phase induction machine. This setting will cause the constant-speed
prime mover/brake to make the three-phase induction machine
rotate at the synchronous speed.

J7 The synchronous speed of the Four-Pole Squirrel Cage Induction Motor is
N7 1500 r/min at a local ac power network frequency of 50 Hz and 1800 r/min at a
local ac power network frequency of 60 Hz.

— Set the Pulley Ratio parameter to 24:24.
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9. In LVDAC-EMS, start the Metering application. Make the required settings in
order to measure the rms values (ac) of the three-phase induction machine
line voltage Ej;y. (input ET) and line current I;,, (input /7). Set two other
meters to measure the machine active power P and reactive power Q using
the two-wattmeter method (meter function PQS7 + PQS2). Finally, set a
meter to measure the machine power factor PF from inputs E71, /1, E2,
and /2.

J7 The PF (El1, EI2) function (accessible through the Meter Settings window of

X7  the Metering application) allows the calculation of the power factor using the
power values measured from voltage and current inputs E1 and 11, and E2
and 12.

Click the Continuous Refresh button to enable continuous refresh of the
values indicated by the various meters in the Metering application.

Three-phase induction motor no-load and full-load operation

J7 In the rest of this exercise, the three-phase induction machine is often referred
to as the three-phase induction motor since it operates as a motor.

In this section, you will set the three-phase induction motor to rotate without load
and measure the rotation speed and direction of rotation. You will verify that the
measured speed is very close to the synchronous speed. You will then increase
the three-phase induction motor mechanical power until the motor works at
nominal power, and record the nominal motor speed, torque, and line current.
You will verify that the measured nominal motor speed and line current are
approximately equal to the specified nominal motor speed and line current.

10. On the Power Supply, turn the three-phase ac power source on to start the
three-phase induction motor.
In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, start the
CW Constant-Speed Prime Mover/Brake. Adjust the Speed parameter until
the torque produced by the three-phase induction motor is as close as

possible to 0 N-m (0 Ibf-in).

In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, measure and
record the no-load speed n of the three-phase induction motor.

Motor no-load speed n = r/min
Record the direction of rotation of the three-phase induction motor.

Motor direction of rotation:

11. Is the motor no-load speed n you recorded in the previous step very close to
the synchronous speedng of the three-phase induction motor
(i.e.,, 1500 r/min at a local acpower network frequency of 50 Hz
and 1800 r/min at a local ac power network frequency of 60 Hz)?

U Yes U No
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12.

13.

14.

48

In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, decrease the
Speed parameter until the mechanical power P, (indicated by the
mechanical power meter in the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply
window) produced by the three-phase induction motor is as close as possible
to 200 W.

Measure and record the nominal value of the three-phase induction motor
speed n and torque T indicated in the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power
Supply window, as well as the nominal value of the motor line current I,;,.
indicated in the Metering application.

Nominal motor speed n = r/min
Nominal motor torque T = N-m (Ibf-in)
Nominal motor line current I,;,, = A

Are the measured nominal motor speed n and line current I,;,, recorded in
the previous step approximately equal to the nominal motor speed n and line
current I, ;,,. ratings of the Four-Pole Squirrel Cage Induction Motor indicated
in Table 2-2 for your local ac power network voltage and frequency?

Table 2-2. Nominal motor speed n and line current I,;,., at 200 W output power.

Local ac power network Nominal motor Nominal motor
Voltage Frequency spee.d n line current I,
(v) (Hz) (r/min) (A)
120 60 1685 1.14
220 50 1364 0.55
240 50 1364 0.49
220 60 1633 0.55

U Yes U No

In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, stop the
CW Constant-Speed Prime Mover/Brake.

On the Power Supply, turn the three-phase ac power source off to stop the
three-phase induction motor.
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Three-phase induction motor operation characteristics

In this section, you will make the three-phase induction motor speed decrease by
step from the motor synchronous speed to 0 r/min, recording at each step in the
Data Table the motor speed, torque, mechanical power, line voltage, line current,
active power, reactive power, and power factor. You will calculate the motor
efficiency using the recorded motor mechanical power and active power values.
You will plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor torque as a function of
the motor speed, and interpret the results. You will then plot a graph of the three-
phase induction motor active power, reactive power, power factor, and efficiency
as a function of the motor mechanical power, and interpret the results.

15. In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, make the
following settings:

— Set the Function parameter to Speed Sweep. This function makes
the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply operate as a
constant-speed prime mover/brake whose speed varies over a range
defined by the Start Speed and Finish Speed parameters in a
specified number of steps (determined by the Number of Steps
parameter) of equal time duration. The function also allows recording
of the motor parameters in the Data Table at each step of the speed
sweep.

— Set the Start Speed parameter to the synchronous speed of the
three-phase induction motor. This sets the speed at which the
constant-speed prime mover/brake makes the three-phase induction
motor rotate during the first step of the speed sweep to the
synchronous speed.

— Set the Finish Speed parameter to 200 r/min below the synchronous
speed of the three-phase induction motor. This setting determines
the speed at which the constant-speed prime mover/brake makes
the three-phase induction motor rotate during the last step of the
speed sweep.

— Set the Number of Steps parameter to 10 steps. This setting
determines the number of steps that the constant-speed prime
mover/brake takes while varying the speed at which it makes the
three-phase induction motor rotate during the speed sweep.

— Set the Step Duration parameter to 7 s. This setting determines the
time duration of each step of the speed sweep.

— Set the Record Data to Table parameter to Yes. This settings makes
the Data Table record the various parameters (determined by the
Record Settings of the Data Table) of the three-phase induction
motor at the end of each step of the speed sweep.

— Make sure the Pulley Ratio parameter is set to 24:24.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

In LVDAC-EMS, open the Data Table window.

Set the Data Table to record the three-phase induction motor speed n,
torque T, and mechanical power P, indicated in the Four-Quadrant
Dynamometer/Power Supply window.

Also, set the Data Table to record the three-phase induction motor line
voltage E; ;. (input ET), line current I;;,. (input /1), active power P, reactive
power @, and power factor PF indicated in the Metering application.

On the Power Supply, turn the three-phase ac power source on to start the
three-phase induction motor.

In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, start the Speed
Sweep function.

Wait for the Speed Sweep function to complete its sweep of the specified
speed interval. Then, in the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply
window, make the following settings:

— Set the Start Speed parameter to 40 r/min below the speed value at
which you set the Finish Speed parameter in step 15.

— Set the Finish Speed parameter to 0 r/min.
— Set the Number of Steps parameter to between 13 and 16 steps.

— Set the Step Duration parameter to 7 s. This setting determines the
time duration of each step of the speed sweep.

In the Four-Quadrant Dynamometer/Power Supply window, start the Speed
Sweep function.

Wait for the Speed Sweep function to complete its sweep of the specified
speed interval. Then, when all data has been recorded, turn the three-phase
ac power source in the Power Supply off.

In the Data Table window, save the recorded data, then export it to a
spreadsheet application.

In the spreadsheet application, add a new parameter to the results: the three-
phase induction motor efficiency n. To calculate the motor efficiency n, divide
each motor mechanical power P,, values by the corresponding motor active
power P value, then multiply the result by 100 to express the efficiency n as a
percentage.
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Ex. 2-1 — The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor ® Procedure
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22,

23.

24,

25.

Observe the recorded data. Does the three-phase induction motor line
current I,;,,. increase as the torque T produced by the motor increases?

U Yes U No
Plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor torque T as a function of the
motor speed n using the results you imported from the Data Table.
Indicate on the graph the nominal motor speed n and nominal motor torque T
recorded in step 12. Also, using the graph, estimate the value of the motor
breakdown torque Tg,.qr. @and locked-rotor torque T, ,.x.q, @nd indicate both
torque values on the graph. Record the estimated value of the motor
breakdown torque Tg,.qx. @nd locked-rotor torque T} ,qxeq DEIOW.
Motor breakdown torque Tg,eqr = N-m (Ibf-in)

Motor locked-rotor torque T yckeq = N-m (Ibf-in)

Observe the graph you just plotted. Describe how the three-phase induction
motor speed n varies as the motor torque T increases.

Plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor active power P and reactive
power Q as a function of the motor mechanical power P,, using the results
you imported from the Data Table. Do not plot on the graph the points
recorded as the motor mechanical power P,, decreases after having reached
its maximal value.

Does the graph you plotted in the previous step confirm that the three-phase
induction motor draws a fairly constant amount of reactive power from the
three-phase ac power source during most of the reactive power-versus-
mechanical power curve?

U Yes U No
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Ex. 2-1 — The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor # Procedure

Observe the graph you plotted in the previous step. Briefly explain why it is
not recommended to use a three-phase induction motor in applications
requiring the motor to work at less than its nominal mechanical power.

26. Is the amount of motor reactive power Q higher than the amount of motor

27.

52

active power P when the three-phase induction motor operates without load?
U Yes U No

What does this indicate about three-phase induction motors operating
without load?

Plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor power factor PF as a function
of the motor mechanical power P,, using the results imported from the Data
Table. Do not plot on the graph the points recorded as the motor mechanical
power P,, decreases after having reached its maximal value.

Plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor line current I,,,, as a function
of the motor mechanical power P,, using the results you imported from the
Data Table. Do not plot on the graph the points recorded as the motor
mechanical power P,, decreases after having reached its maximal value.
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Ex. 2-1 — The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor ¢ Procedure

Observe the graphs you just plotted. Describe how the three-phase induction
motor power factor PF and line current I,;,, vary as the motor mechanical
power P, increases.

28. Plot a graph of the three-phase induction motor efficiency n as a function of
the motor mechanical power P, using the results in the spreadsheet
application.

Observe the graph you just plotted. Describe how the three-phase induction
motor efficiency n varies as the motor mechanical power P, increases.

Three-phase induction motor direction of rotation
In this section, you will interchange the connections at two terminals of the three-
phase induction motor. You will then start the motor and determine its direction of

rotation. You will compare the result with the motor direction of rotation you
recorded earlier in this exercise.

29. On the three-phase induction motor, interchange any two of the three leads
connected to the stator windings.

On the Power Supply, turn the three-phase ac power source on.
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Ex. 2-1 — The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor  Conclusion

30. Record the direction of rotation of the three-phase induction motor.

Motor direction of rotation:

On the Power Supply, turn the three-phase ac power source off.

Is the motor direction of rotation you just recorded opposite to the motor
direction of rotation you recorded in step 10?

U Yes U No

31. Close LVDAC-EMS, then turn off all the equipment. Disconnect all leads and
return them to their storage location.

CONCLUSION In this exercise, you familiarized yourself with the operation and the main
characteristics of three-phase squirrel-cage induction motors. You learned what
motor efficiency and high-efficiency motors are. You also learned the
relationships between the different parameters related to the operation of three-
phase squirrel-cage induction motors, such as the motor speed, torque,
mechanical power, active power, reactive power, power factor, and efficiency.

REVIEW QUESTIONS 1. Describe what the slip of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor is and
how it varies as the load torque applied to the motor increases.

2. Explain what the synchronous speed of a motor is. Which two parameters
determine the synchronous speed of a motor?
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Ex. 2-1 — The Three-Phase Squirrel-Cage Induction Motor ® Review Questions

3. Describe what happens to the speed of a three-phase squirrel-cage induction
motor as the torque produced by the motor increases.

4. What is the main advantage of high-efficiency motors?

5. Briefly describe how the virtually constant reactive power requirement of a
three-phase squirrel-cage induction motor affects the motor power factor and
efficiency?
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